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Charlotte Charter Chapter 

P.O. Box 36963 

Charlotte, NC  28236 

Our dinner meetings are held every 

2nd Wednesday of the month at: 

Crown Pointe Plaza 

201 South McDowell St 

Charlotte, NC  28204�

For reservations, please call  

Clarice Brown at 803-548-1820 

or Jackye Glover at 704-731-4350 

by 5pm Friday prior to the meeting. 

Members & Guests:  $23 

 

2007-2008 

Executive Board 

President:                Denise Foulks 

Vice President:        

                 Rosanna Cureton-Jones 

Secretary:                         Pam Bell 

Treasurer:                    Anissa Rice�

 
Charlotte, North Carolina 

 

  

National Headquarters 
9100 Ward Parkway 

           Kansas City, MO  64114-0728 
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Debra Curry Williams 

                                  

Debra Curry Williams has been in the field of Business for over 10 
years. She currently works for Bank of America supporting (CRE) 
Consumer Real Estate. She has also worked in the Technology and 
Human Resources fields for over 7 years. She completed her 
undergraduate work in Business Management at Belmont Abbey 
College in Belmont, NC, and her Master’s Degree at University of 
Phoenix in Charlotte, NC, in Business Administration. She also holds 
a Microsoft Certified Professional Certificate and a Bank of America 
Certificate of Excellence Six Sigma Green Belt. Additionally and 
foremost, she is a Prophetess under the leadership of Apostle Eugene 
Brooks at New Providence Full Gospel Church in Crouse, NC. 

Debra will be delivering a session on the importance of Career 
Management. Career Management is the process of identifying career 
goals, establishing a plan for pursuing those goals, and taking 
personal responsibility for making those goals a reality. She believes 
you are the “CEO of your career.” Therefore, you should proactively 
manage your career – not reactively.  This very informative 
interactive session will teach you how to determine your strengths and 
development areas and how to use this assessment to manage your 
career to the next level. It will also embark on the value of a diverse 
network. You will learn how to draft a road map to simplify your 
Performance and Development Plan.   
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 A Message from our President,  
Denise Foulks 
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Yours in ABWA 
Denise  

 
First in Women’s Achievement in past 10 Years 
Madeleine K. Albright  First woman Secretary 
of State and highest ranking woman in the U.S. 
government - 1997  
Hillary Rodham Clinton  Only First Lady 
ever elected to the United States Senate - 2000 
Halle Berry  First African-American woman to 
win a Best Actress Oscar - 2002 
Condoleezza Rice   First African-American 
woman appointed Secretary of State-  2005 
Nancy Pelosi  First woman to become Speaker 
of the House  2007 
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Invocation 
Lord, in the quiet of this hour, we come to Thee for 
wisdom, and for power; to view Thy world through only 
loved-filled eyes; to grow in understanding; to be wise 
and sure to see Thy guiding light; and thus to know each 
other as Thou knowest us.  Amen. 

 
Benediction 
O Guiding Spirit, Guardian of our days, be with us as we 
go our separate ways.  Help us to feel those thoughts that 
lift and bless; to know a closer bond of friendliness; to 
see Thy beauty always every day; translated into living 
this we pray.  - Amen. 
 

 
 
ABWA Mission Statement 
 
The mission of the American Business Women’s 
Association is to bring together businesswomen of 
diverse occupations and to provide opportunities for 
them to help themselves and others grow personally and 
professionally through leadership, education, networking 
support and national recognition. 
 
 

 
 

ABWA’S PROUD CODE OF CONDUCT  
 
1. All members will serve as goodwill 

ambassadors for the American Business Women’s 
Association.  

2. Members will not allow their personal 
beliefs and convictions to interfere with the 
representation of ABWA’s mission.  

3. Members will always treat their member 
colleagues, guests, vendors and sponsors with 
honesty, respect, fairness, integrity, responsibility, 
kindness, and in good faith.  

4. Members will maintain compliance with 
ABWA National, Chapter and Express Network 
Bylaws. 

5. Members will not use their personal power 
to advance their personal interests.  

6. Members will strive for excellence in their 
professions by maintaining and enhancing their 
own business knowledge and skills, and by 
encouraging the professional development of other 
members. 

 
 

 

 
CHARLOTTE CHARTER CHAPTER 

                      FIFTH ANNUAL  
GOLF TOURNAMENT                                                               

Providing Opportunities to help Women 
Through Education, Leadership and 

Networking 
�

��������	���
�����
�
Registration 

7:30 am – 8:45 am 
9:00 are Shotgun Start – Captain’s Choice 

10:00 am – 1:00 pm Golf Clinic 

�
THE TRADITION GOLF CLUB 
3800 Prosperity Church Road 

CHARLOTTE, NC  28269 
704/503-7529 

 

                    
 

REGISTRATION FEE: 
·  $85.00 per player – Breakfast/Lunch 
·  $55.00 per person – Clinic/Luncheon 
·  $15.00 per person - Awards Luncheon only 
 
Registration fee includes : 
·  Breakfast 
·  Green fees 
·  Golf Cart Fees 
·  Range Balls 
·  Awards Luncheon Buffet 
·  Soft drinks & water 
·  $10 Bounce Back Coupon  

 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: 
Wednesday, April 30, 2008 
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Contact Information – 
Anissa Rice - 704-688-0950 
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The Woman of the Year Committee and ABWA Charlotte Charter Chapter  
 

Congratulates 
 

Pam Bell 
 

2008/2009 Woman of the Year  
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PAM BELL 
2008-2009  

CHARLOTTE CHARTER CHAPTER  
WOMAN OF THE YEAR 
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3/5 Mary Ledbetter 
     3/12 Jackye Glover 

 
�

�
�������������	�
���� 
���������������� ������������	�
����������������������������������	�����������	���� ���������
��������������� �!!���	������"�����������������

�����������	�
����
����
�������
��������������������������������� �

#������$���������������%������	�������������������� �������
&�#�#������������	��������������������������������� ����������
������������������'���(��
��'����������������
���

)��	������������	�������������������������	�������� �����
��
�����������������������������'��������	�
������" ��	�
���
*�����	�����������
�������	�����������%������	����� ���
�����'�
����������"�	���������	�������	������������ ��
�
�������������
���������"��	������������������������ ����"����� �

+�������
������������������������������������������ ��������
�
���������&�#�#������������	�������	���"���
�������
����������
����������(����������������������������� �
����
�����������	,��

·  Potential Sponsor Invitation Letter�

·  Online Sponsor Application Form��

·  Sponsor Feedback Form��

·  Sponsor Information/Responsibilities and Rights��
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ABWA National Events 
Upcoming Events 

 
2008 Spring Conference Dates and Locations 
 
April 4 & 5 - District I - Myrtle Beach, SC 
April 10 & 11 - District III - Kansas City, MO 
April 18 & 19 - District V - Frankenmuth, MI 
April 25 & 26 - District II - San Antonio, TX 
May 2 & 3 - District VI - Englewood, CO 
May 16 & 17 - District IV - Niagara Falls, NY 

My sincere appreciation for the outpouring of love I 
received in cards and phone calls during my recent 
hospital stay.  I continue to rely on your prayers for my 
full recovery.   
Thank you, 
 
Margaret W. 

"People pay for what they do, and still more for 
what they have allowed themselves to become. 
And they pay for it very simply; by the lives they 
lead..." 
         --James Baldwin 

Member Spotlight 
 

Congratulations to Sandra Hailstock & husband 
 
 
University City Magazine February 2008 edition, 
page 48  featured an article on Mixing marriage 
vows and business venture with one of our very 
own Sandra Hailstock and her husband. Read the 
article to learn why they are glad to be partners in 
both marriage and business. The couple owns The 
Formal Touch. Whether you are planning a 
wedding or a formal night on the town, visit 
Charlotte's most professional formal wear center 
featuring the largest selection of tuxedos in the 
area. Your one stop for tuxedos, suits, apparel, 
accessories, wedding invitations, groomsmen gifts, 
wishing well, wedding mailbox, bride/groom caps, 
t-shirts, and ladies jewelry. For your formal needs, 
visit them at 9630-D University City Blvd. 
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BUSINESS ASSOCIATE 

Cynthia Murray, Chairperson 
 

Please join us March 12th for our annual Business 
Associate Program. This year we are excited to 
honor a business/persons that has made significant 
impact and contributions to Charlotte Charter 
Chapter.  
 
Thank you in advance for your attendance. 

 
COMMUNITY COMMITMENT 

COMMTTEE 
Vannie Gregory, Chairperson 
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����
	�	�������	�������
�	 			

Thank you for providing coats and jackets last 
month to share the warmth with the Crisis 
Ministry. Your donations made a difference. 

This month, he Community Commitment 
Committee will collect the following items to 
deliver to the Uptown Men’s Shelter: toiletries 
– deodorant, soap, lotion, etc;   paper products 
– facial tissue, toilet tissue, etc. As always, this 
is another attempt to make a difference in the 
lives of others by giving back to the 
community. The committee and I thank you in 
advance for your support and generosity.  

 

HISTORY/SCRAPBOOK 
COMMITTEE 

Denise Sparks, Chairperson 
Pictures from February’s Woman of the Year 
Program and the Red Heart Ball will be 
available at the March meeting. Please take a 
moment to share in the memories of our 
chapter. Thank you for adding to Charlotte 
Charter Chapter history. Keep those smiles on 
your faces and ABWA in your hearts! 

 

 

 
 
 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
Alice Springs, Chairperson  

Keturah Roy, Co-chair�
�

Members, please check out the Education 
Committee Table for information and 
applications pertaining to the Business Skills 
Tuition Reimbursement Program and the 
Outright Grants Program. 

Receive up to $500.00 on your Business Skills 
Tuition Program, and up to $1,500.00 on your 
Outright Grants Program. 

There are guidelines and procedures that have 
to be followed, so pick up your application and 
information at the Education Table. 

Remember:   THE MIND IS A TERRIBLE 
THING TO WASTE!!!!!!!!!!  

 
FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE 
Valerie Gillcrese, Chairperson  

Etrulia Lee, Co-chair�
We need your support for the Golf Tournament 
scheduled for May 9th at Tradition Golf Course. 
Please solicit your companies, friends and 
family to sponsor, play golf, participate in the 
clinic or give a donation towards our effort to 
raise funds to continue our plight to educate 
women. �
 

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE 
Clarice Brown, Chairperson 

 

In February we had twenty-one guests and total 
of forty-three attendees. We are working on our 
Spring social, information as to date, place and 
time will be announced shortly. 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Joyce Wright, Chairperson 

 
 

INVITE, INVITE, INVITE friends, family, 
business associates etc.  This month is our 
Chapter’s “Enrollment Event”. We all need to 
recruit; each one bring one will make our 
meeting very exciting.  Applications and other 
information will be available for your guest to 
receive.   
 
If you have a problem inviting someone just 
give a member of the committee a call and we 
will invite them for you.  Check out the 
incentives in your Women in Business 
Magazine.   Look forward to seeing you at the 
March 12th meeting.  Thank you in advance the 
Membership Committee 
 
Just a reminder:  Are your National Dues 
current?  Remember you have to keep them 
up in order to be a member in good standing 
Locally and Nationally.  
 

 
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE  
Margaret Woods, Chairperson 

Valerie Gillcrese, Co-chair 
 
Again, we are soliciting all members with 
businesses to publish their business cards as 
advertisement in our newsletter for 2008.  
Please submit them to Valerie Gillcrese in 
person, or mail them to Margie Woods. 
 
We look forward to promoting the efforts and 
businesses of all our members who work so 
hard at serving the public. 
   

 
 
 
 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE 
Mary Ledbetter, Chairperson 

First, to our speakers, thank you for delivering 
motivational and educational presentations. To 
our members, thank you for your support of our 
speaker. Please remember to forward all 
speaker contacts to me for confirmation per 
National’s guidelines for relevant 
business/marketing topics. We are pursuing the 
STAR award and speakers must meet 
National’s guidelines. Thank you for your 
program ideas and speaker suggestions.   

 
 

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
Cynthia Murray, Chairperson 

 
Look for our updated ad in Charlotte Women 
magazine. Also, continue to share your 
publicity contacts with Cynthia Murray.   
 

 
 

RED HEART BALL COMMTTEE 
Rosanna Cureton-Jones, Chairperson 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped to make this 
event a success. In order for us to get an 
accurate assessment of the evening we need 
your participation with outstanding 
tickets/money. Please see me at the meeting to 
settle your account. Pictures will be available at 
the March meeting. ��

��

��

��

 
 
�
�
�
�
�
�



 - 9 - ��� ���� � ��� ���� � ��� ���� � ��� ���� � ��� ���� � ��� ���� � ��� ���� � �������� ��� ���� � 			 				 	 


 



 
 �
 
 

   Health & Wellness 

 
February -  Black History Month: A time to fight a 
leading cause of death in African Americans and the  
fight continues all year long, but you can make a 
difference by taking action now to improve your lif e. 

Black History Month — a time to recognize past 
achievements — is also a good time to focus on one of 
the greatest threats to African Americans: stroke.  Stroke 
is the third-leading cause of death among African 
Americans, and more than 100,000 will suffer one this 
year. 

But African Americans can get help to reduce their stroke 
risk through Power To End Stroke, an educational cause 
campaign of the American Stroke Association, a division 
of the American Heart Association. 

The association encourages African Americans to sign a 
pledge to make a commitment to reduce their stroke risk. 
Once signing the stroke pledge, they may become Power 
To End Stroke ambassadors who help spread the 
messages about stroke. 

 “African Americans are at a particularly higher risk for 
stroke because of their increased risk for hypertension, 
high cholesterol and diabetes,” said Emil Matarese, M.D., 
clinical neurologist at St. Mary’s Medical Center in 
Langhorne, Pa. and Power To End Stroke 
spokesperson.  

“Through the Power To End Stroke campaign, we are 
teaching people how to reduce these and other stroke 
risks.  We are also teaching our population how to 
recognize five simple signs of stroke and to understand 
that getting to the hospital immediately can potentially 
reduce the pain, suffering and disability from stroke.” The 
five simple signs of stroke are: 

·  Sudden numbness or weakness of the face, arm 
or leg, especially on one side of the body.  

·  Sudden confusion, trouble speaking or 
understanding.  

·  Sudden trouble seeing in one or both eyes.   

·  Sudden trouble walking, dizziness, loss of 
balance or coordination.  

·  Sudden, severe headache with no known 
cause.  

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s message of freedom was 
reiterated through the words of his daughter, the late 
Yolanda King: “We will only be truly free when we reach 
down to the inner depths of our own being and sign with 
the pen and ink of assertive selfhood, our own 
emancipation proclamation. No civil rights, no voting 
rights, no equal rights, no immigration rights are worth 
fighting for if we are dying from heart disease and 
stroke,” she said while serving as a Power To End Stroke 
ambassador shortly after her mother, the late Coretta 
Scott King, suffered a stroke. 

Call the American Stroke Association at 1-888-4-
STROKE or visit www.strokeassociation.org/power to: 

·  Take the stroke pledge to begin the journey to 
reduce stroke risk.  

·  Receive free information about African 
Americans and stroke.  

Find out how to reduce stroke in the community through 
the Power To End Stroke campaign.   

 

Remember to: 

�  Eat healthy fruits and 
vegetables daily 

�  Exercise regularly 

�  Drink plenty of water 

�  and….Get your rest! 
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�ABWA CHARLOTTE CHARTER CHAPTER                                             
2007-2008 STANDING RULES 
 
 

1. Chapter meetings will be held the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month. 

2. If a member is unable to attend a meeting, 
the meeting can be made up within 45 days 
to achieve a perfect attendance certificate.  
Attendance at another chapter’s regular 
meeting will constitute a makeup meeting.  
Proof of attendance must be submitted to 
the Membership chairperson. 

3. Reservations for dinner (including guest) 
will be billed to the member if not 
cancelled by 5pm Monday prior to the 
meeting.  The Treasure will bill the 
member. 

4. All members in leadership positions: 
executive board, committee chairperson 
and co-chairpersons will have standing 
reservations.  These persons must call the 
hospitality committee if a reservation must 
be cancelled.  

5. Guest and members will pay $26 for their 
meal.  Reserved no-shows will be charged 
$26.  The member who invited the guest is 
responsible for the cost of the meal.  

6. The Chapter will pay for the meal of the 
program speaker at regular meetings. 

7. Chapter dues per year are $25 and due at 
the August meeting.  For new members, the 
Chapter dues will be prorated at $2.10 per 
month after installment. 

8. Students will pay $12 local Chapter dues 
per year or prorated at $1.00 per month. 

9. The Chapter will pay for funeral flowers, 
memorials for a member, spouse, child or 
parent. (not to exceed $35) 

10.  Flowers/ gifts will be sent to members who 
are hospitalized and /or outpatient surgery. 
(not to exceed $35) 

11. The Chapter will pay for a silk corsage for 
the Woman of the Year at the National 

Convention and Spring Conference.  The 
Treasure will be responsible for making the 
purchase.  The Chapter will pay for the 
following expenses for the Women of the 
Year at the National Convention: 
transportation, full registration and the 
Woman of the Year Luncheon. 

12. The Chapter will also pay for gifts for the 
nominees for the Woman of the Year.  The 
Woman of the Year Program will be held in 
February 2008 and the 2006/2007 Woman  
of the Year will serve as Chair of the 2008 
Woman of the Year Program. 

13. The Executive Board has the authority to 
approve expenses of $100.00 without 
Chapter approval. 

14. The Chapter’s Standing Rules will be 
reviewed annually and presented to the 
Chapter members for a vote of approval or 
disapproval in the month of September. 

15. As a token of appreciation, the Chapter will 
pay for presidential plaque, pins for 
outgoing officers, and committee 
chairpersons. 

16. The Chapter will conduct an audit of all 
financial records annually by August 15th.  

17. The Executive Board will be voted on 
annually. 

18. Members whose checks are returned 
insufficient funds will be charged $20.00.  
After the second returned check, the 
member must pay by cash or money order 
only for the remainder of the calendar year. 

19. The September Meeting will be the 
Chapter’s Business Meeting and no guest 
will be invited.      
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Log onto abwa.org or look in your Women in Business Magazine for details on District IV 
Spring Conference in Niagara Falls, NY. Early registration ends April 2nd.  
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The Charlotte Charter Chapter provides a setting where you can network with others 
on a one-to-one basis.  Many members attend to take part in professional 
development programs.  Some join for the pleasure of helping others, some take on 
leadership roles, work on committees and help plan meetings.  Through the 
encouragement of other members, your sights will be clearer and your goals stronger.  
You’ll gain self-confidence, take control of your personal and professional career…and 
write your own ticket to success by becoming a member of ABWA!! 

 

COME JOIN US!! 
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